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As of April 13, thousands of Nicaraguan workers were on strike, demanding wage hikes at least
equivalent to real wages before a new currency was introduced in February. The government
implemented a series of economic measures as "shock treatment" to curb inflation, and revitalize
the productive structure in the medium and long term. (See article below on the political and
economic objectives and possible repercussions of Nicaragua's shock treatment measures.) Many
workers argue they are being asked to make unreasonable sacrifices. The construction workers'
union has been on strike for more than seven weeks. Union officials claim at least 4,000 of their
members are on strike, while the government claims only 500 have stopped working. Government
officials have declared the strike illegal, and all participants fired. According to the New York Times,
prisoners and temporary laborers in Managua and other sites, have replaced striking construction
workers. Workers in the auto repair industry are also on strike. In Managua, most have been off the
job for several weeks. In February and March, several strikers' meetings were reportedly broken
up by Sandinista militants. On March 8, two labor organizers were killed. According to the Times,
the two were among of group of communist protesters marching to a meeting in rural Matagalpa
department. Communist Communist Party leaders and others said the marchers were stopped by
a Sandinista patrol and ordered to turn back. When they refused to turn back, a patrol member
opened fire. Roberto Moreno, head of a communist labor federation, was cited by the Times as
saying, "The Sandinistas believe that all workers should belong to a single federation and follow
orders from above. That does not fit the reality of Nicaragua. We are in a terrible political, social and
economic crisis. They should be negotiating with us, not fighting us, because without national unity,
Nicaragua is not going to be able to resolve this giant crisis we are facing." The economic measures
announced in February included government price controls of wages and prices. Further, collective
bargaining between unions and management was declared illegal. Referring to these measures,
Carlos Salgado, head of the Socialist Party's trade union federation (the CGTI, second largest in
Nicaragua), said: "This system might work in theory, but here it is very unrealistic. The government
insists on holding the line on wages, but it can't keep prices down. People just cannot afford to
eat, and even marxist workers will not tolerate that." The largest labor federation in Nicaragua is
controlled by the Sandinistas (CST). Other federations, both leftist and non-leftist recently formed
a coalition. Socialist Party leader Domingo Sanchez Salgado, a well-known trade union figure, said:
"We are now in an alliance that includes the conservative party, the most reactionary party in this
country. We can live with that alliance because it is based on mutual respect. The Sandinistas do not
respect. They only dictate and expect instant obedience." (Basic data from CAU back issues; New
York Times, 04/14/88)
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